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oleander, we met a wandering family, the father and sons on
foot, a few donkeys, cows, and goats, then two camels bearing
on their backs the women and children, \frho seemed* to be
shilling and happy, shut in by an enormous round palanquin
formed of tree branches and wound round with ornamented
blankets and tellis, or saddle-bags, to prevent the children from
falling out. Other forms of palanquin in this region are a
great bow over the camel's hump, with cross-stakes, which sup-
port the heavy woollen tent, generally made of a rich red blanket
about six yards long by two wide, serving also very frequently
as a part of the costume worn by the women, but used for this
purpose when travelling. A stuffed saddle fits round the
camel's hump like a turban on a shaven head; then another
saddle, formed of wood and * fashioned like the bones of a
chicken's breast, supports the large framework, resembling a
cage, over which are thrown the draperies and carpets.. A seat
is arranged on either side of the camel's hump, each to carry
a woman. The wives, thus hidden from view, are sheltered
from the hot sun; that is one- recommendation. But the ship-
like motion of the camel and the stuffiness of so much wool
about them, besides their own heavy wearing apparel, without
mentioning numerous bags and baskets poked into every avail-
able corner.of their migrating tower, must be, to say the least,
uncomfortable,

Our horses, in descending the steep incline of one bank of
the river, tore down at full speed in order to make sure of
hauling us up on the opposite bank. We were now crossing
a plain of sand in which grew tufts of alfa grass; in the middle
distance was a strip of olive brown earth, then huge mounds' in
whose rounded, dark ochre sides were great pale yellow and
white blotches, where rocks and earth had been recently de-
tached. Behind these mounds other stretches of plain led back